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EXTRACT 


FROM  THE 


European  Magazine 5  and  London  Review , 


For  June,  1802 


MEMOIRS  OF  WILLIAM  HAWES,  M.  D. 


OF  LONDON 


THERE  is  too  much  vice  in  the 
world,  and  diftrefs  is  too  general,  for  me  as 
an  individual,  to  correct  the  one,  or  to  flop  the 
other,”— would  that  man  reafon  whofe  ignorance 
or  felfifhnefs  is  circumfcribed  by  prejudice,  or 
contracted  by  apathy  :  not  fo  the  reafoning  and 
practice  of  the  philanthrope,  who  experiences 
the  happinefs  and  feels  the  comfort  of  fuffi- 
ciency ;  He  fays,  66  If  I  cannot  do  all  the  good 
I  with  to  effect,  I  will  do  all  that  I  can — If  I 


reform  one  vicious  propenfity  ;  if  I  relieve  one 
famifhed  fellow-creature ;  I  am  only  doing  my 
duty,  and  imitating,  in  my  humble  fphere,  the 
beneficent  Creator,  who  is  good  to  me,  and 
to  all  his  creatures,  affording  to  each  the  means 
of  acquiring  happinefs.  Among  human  beings. 
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if  every  one,  who  can  do  it,  would  relieve 
one  only  who  cannot  relieve  himfelf,happinefs  would 
be  infinitely  multiplied  to  the  donor  as  well  as  to 
the  receiver.” — Thus  has  reafoned,  at  lead  thus 
has  afted,  that  man  whofe  traits  of  character 
we  wifli  briefly  to  delineate,  that  others,  by 
perceiving  how  much  good  may  be  effefted  by 
one  individual ,  may  be  animated  to  become 
members  of  that  group  of  chara&ers  who  live 
for  others  more  than  for  themfelves;  for,  alas! 
the  good  as  well  as  the  bad  are  haftening  to 
that  bourne  which  neither  the  prince  nor  the 
beggar  can  elude ;  and  the  writer  of  thefe  lines 
often  contemplates  the  grey  hairs  of  his  friend 
Dr.  Hawes  with  a  folicitude,  in  anticipating 
that  chafin  which  his  paffage  to  the  grave  would 
occafion ;  and  hardly  dares  to  indulge  a  hope, 
that  upon  fome  contemporary  who  may  furvive 
him,  the  fpirit  that  then  a&uated  the  archetype 
may  defeend. 

At  this  time  he  is  about  fixty-five  years 
of  age*,  pofleffing  his  ufual  flow  of  fpirits 
among  his  friends,  and  fociety  in  general;  but, 
with  his  ufual  cheerfulnefs,  if  a  fubje&  be 

*  Dr.  Hawes,  we  believe,  was  born  at  Iflington,  about 
the  year  1736;  and,  after  finifhing  his  education  at  St.  Paul's 
fchool,  lived  with  Mr .  Carfau,  an  ingenious  medical  practitioner 
In  the  vicinity  of  Vauxhali^ 
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cafually  darted  in  his  company  that  excites 
pity  and  demands  fuccour,  he  is  indantly 
metamorphofed  into  another  being — his  eyes 
fparkle~his  whole  body  appears  in  motion — he 
rifes  from  his  chair — runs  up  to  the  individual 
who  reprefented  the  cafe  of  human  woe — draws 
him  to  the  corner  of  the  room — and  infhmtly 
opens  his  purfe,  with  a  requed  to  convey  his  mite 
to  the  object  of  didrefs;  or  takes  his  addrefs,  for 
future  invedigation  and  fubfequent  aid. — -In  the 
dreet,  the  Writer  who  direCts  the  pen  of 
anecdote  over  thefe  pages,  hath  often  feen  him 
haden  up  to  a  poor  object,  prefs  fomething  into 
the  cold  hand  of  mifery,  and  as  haftily  pafs  out 
of  fight,  like  a  fliadow,  to  prevent  his  being 
known  by  the  receiver,  or  thanked  by  his 
gratitude :  it  has,  however,  been  occafionally 
noticed,  and  been  found  to  conditute  an 
amplitude  of  fuccour,  that  mud  have  furprifed, 
as  well  as  gratified,  the  fupplicant— furprife 
heightened  by,  ignorance  of  the  donor,  and 
gratitude,  augmented  by  the  degree  of  unex¬ 
pected  liberality.  Surprife  and  gratitude  mud 
be  dill  more  elevated,  were  it  known,  that  this 
benefaCtor  is  the  father  and  grandfather  of  a 
large  progeny  ;  in  the  circle  of  which,  however, 
he  is  happy  in  their  fmcere  affe&ion,  and,  like  an 
ancient  patriarch, can  rejoice  in  their  united  edeern 
and  veneration. 
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In  this  Sketch  (fays  the  Correspondent  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  the  materials  of  the 
prefent  Memoirs)  I  am  not  aiming  at  regular 
biography,  but  curfory  chara&eridic  anecdote ; 
which  I  mention  and  claim  as  an  apology  for 
introducing  age  before  infancy. — In  youth , 
liberality  is  predominant,  if  not  proverbial ;  but 
it  is  avarice  that  mod  generally  accompanies  old 
age  ;  and  happy,  and  indeed  great,  mud  be  that 
mind  that  can  triumph  over  this  word  imbecility 
of  advancing  years,  and,  like  Dr,  Hawes,  open 
the  heart,  whenever  want  appeals  to  its  tender 
auricles;  which  in  him  have  a  portal,  and  through 
which  the  warm  blood  of  humane  affe&ions  is 
preferved  inacondant  pulfation,  and  a  warm  dream 
of  beneficent  a£Hon. 

I  can,  however,  trace  multiplied  indances, 
where  his  appeals  to  beneficence,  in  aid  of 
indigence,  have  been  equally  public  and 
impreflive.— - I  well  remember,  that  about  ten  years 
ago,  when  the  manufactories  of  cottons  had  fo 
far  fuperfeded  thofe  of  filks,  as  to  occafion 
temporary  want,  and  even  beggary,  among  the 
artifans  m  Spital-fields,  he  fingly  dood  forward ; 
and  by  his  a&ivity,  I  have  reafon  to  believe, 

3200  families  were  fnatched  from  ruin.  His 

\  * 
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public  addrefs  upon  that  occafion  is  worthy  of 
being  preferved  t 

SPITAL-FIELDS  WEAVERS. 

We  have  been  requeued  to  infert  the  following 
letter ,  written  by  Dr.  Hawes  to  a  popular  Clergy¬ 
man  ;  being  convinced ,  that  the  humane  tendency 
of  it  will  excite  the  companion  of  fuch  as  pojfefs  the 
ability  of  relieving  the  infer  able*  Dijlrefs  in  this 
country  needs  but  complain ,  and  Relief  makes  an 
immediate  appearance .  The  fame  generous  minds 
who  fo  lately  gave  the  wretched  Emigrant  protection , 
who  laudably  made  provifion  for  the  Widow  and 
Orphan  of  the  brave  Warrior ,  and  are  yet  employed 
in  yielding  eafe  and  comfort  to  thofe  who  Jlill 
furvive  to  protedl  our  liberties  and  property ,  will 
not  fujfer  a  numerous  body  of  ufeful  artifans , 
through  the  caprice  of  Fajhion ,  to  perijh  for  want 
of  the  neceffaries  of  life . 

REV.  SIR, 

46  Permit  me  to  addrefs  you  on  the  prefenf 
occafion,  and  to  return  you  my  mod  fincere 
thanks  for  your  voluntary  exertions  in  behalf  of 
the  di  ft  relied  Weavers. 

Believe,  Sir,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
language  to  defcribe  their  long  and  continued 
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miferies ; — miferies  not  brought  on  by  idlenefs, 
intemperance,  or  a  diffolute  courfe  of  life  ;  but 
human  wretchednefs,  abfolutely  produced  by 
the  want  of  emyloyment. 

«  My  profeffion  obliges  me  daily  to  be  an 
eye-witnefs  of  the  fevere  diltreffes,  trials,  and 
afili&ions,  of  thefe  much-to-be-pitied  of  our 
fellow-creatures.  Whole  families  without  fire , 
without  raiment ,  and  without  food ;  and,  to  add 
to  the  catalogue  of  human  woes,  three,  four, 
and  five,  in  many  families,  languilhing  on  the 
bed  of  ficknefs. 

“  I  am  fure,  Sir,  you  will  believe  me  when  I 
declare,  that  fuch  fcenes  of  complicated  woe  are 
too  affe&ing  to  dwell  upon  :  and  therefore  fhall 
conclude  with  my  moll  earned:  wilhes,  that,  by 
your  pleading  in  their  behalf,  other  divines  may 
be  animated  to  the  fame  pious  undertaking ;  as 
I  am  certain  that  public  benevolence  will  prevent 
the  premature  death  of  many,  will  reltore  health 
to  numbers,  and  afford  the  ftaff  of  life  to 

thoufands  of  affii&ed  families. 

*  ' 

“  I  am,  Rev.  Sir, 

“  ^our  molt  obedient  humble  Servant, 

“  W.  HAWES, 

CfPhyfician  to  the  London  Difpenfary,5, 
Spital  Square ,  Nov.  16,  1793. 
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Before  this  period,  I  witnefled  his  animated 
endeavours,  in  forming  an  Inftitution  for  the 
Recovery  of  Drowned  Perfons. — Cogan,  the 
ingenious  and  learned  Dr.  Cogan,  aided  him, 
by  tranflating,  in  1773,  the  Amfterdam  Memoirs, 
in  order  to  acquaint  the  Britifh  nation  with  the 
practicability  of  refloring  perfons  apparently 
drowned;  but  not  long  afterwards  this  coadjutor 
left  England  to  refide  in  Holland;  and  the 
weight  and  organization  of  the  infant  inftitution 
devolved  in  great  meafure  on  Dr.  Hawes,  whofe 
undeviating  labours  have,  I  truft,  eftablifhed  it 
for  ever ;  and  without  which*  in  my  humble 
opinion,  there  would  not  have  been  at  this  time 
a  fimilar  eftablifhment  in  Europe,  America,  or 
India ;  where  Humane  Societies  have  now 
multiplied  with  every  great  dream  that  fructifies 
the  foil  of  thole  different  regions.  Abforbed 
as  he  has  been  in  promoting  and  extending 
Humane  Societies  over  the  globe,  the  avenues 
of  his  aCtive  beneficence  are  not  dried  up  or 
contracted  by  them;  for  his  hand  is  in  his  purfe 
whenever  the  appeals  of  mifery  touch  his  heart,  or 
the  importance  and  wants  of  philanthropic  Infiitntims 
are  prefented  :  —  His  time  is  no  lefs  in  unifon 
than  his  activity  of  mind,  in  devoting  both  to 
private  committees  and  public  meetings  in  the 
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promotion  of  private  and  public  charities,  and 

other  ufeful  Inftitutions. 

As  a  writer,  Dr.  Hawes  is.  rather  a  ufeful 
than  a  voluminous  author.  In  1774  he  publifhed 
“  An  Account  cf  Dr.  Goldfmith’s  laft  Illnefs,,, 
whofe  fubfequent  death  he  afciibed  to  the 
improper  adminiflration  of  a  popular  medicine; 
and  from  this  unfortunate  event  he  deduces 
many  ufeful  cautions  refpecting  the  exhibition  of 
powerful  medicines. 

In  the  year  1777  appeared  his  u  Address 
on  Premature  Death  and  Premature  Interment  ” 
which  he  liberally  diftributed,  in  order  to  awaken 
attention  in  the  public  mind  againfl  the  too  early 
interment  of  perfons  fuppofed  to  be  dead,  before 
it  was  clearly  afcertained  that  life  was  totally 
extinct.— This  performance  had  been  fuggefted 
to  his  mind  even  prior  to  the  eftablifhment  of  the 
great  objeft  of  Refufcitation,  which  he  afterwards 
fofuccefsfully  purfued,  which  is  now  fo  univerfally 
known  under  the  tide  of  the 

“  ROYAL  HUMANE  SOCIETY 
and  which  is  in  effect  confirmed  by  the  following 
declaration  of  the  late  Dr.  Towers : 

At  a  General  Court  of  the  Dire&ors  of 
the  Humane  Society  in  1771,  Dr.  Towers  fat  as 
Chairman ;  and,  after  congratulating  the  Society 
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on  a  variety  of  fuccefsful  and  Important  cafes 
of  aftonilhing  recoveries  of  adults  and  children. 
The  Chairman  thus  proceeded : 

“  To  THE  WELL-KNOWN  HUMANITY  of  hlS 

(Dr.  Hawes’s)  difpofition,  and  to  that  a&ivity  of 
benevolence  for  which  he  was  fo  remarkable,  this 
valuable  Society  in  a  great  degree  owed  its  origin. 
The  reafonablenefs  and  utility  of  an  Inftitution 
of  this  kind  had  been  very  early  feen  by 
Dr,  Hawes,  and  therefore  he  had  laboured  to 
promote  it,  with  a  diligence  and  an  ardour  that 
would  ever  do  him  honour.—- Indeed,  before  the 
eftablifhment  of  this  Society,  he  had  publicly 
advertifed  Rewards  for  notice  to  be  brought 
him  of  any  perfons  in  fuch  fituations  (within 
a  reafonable  diftance  from  his  own  habitation)  as 
thofe  who  are  now  the  obje&s  of  this  Inftitution  j 
which  was  the  Jlrongeft  demonfir atlon  of  his 
folicitude  to  promote  fo  benevolent  a  defign ; 
and  that  afterwards,  by  joining  with  his  worthy 
colleague.  Dr.  Cogan,  in  adopting  the  neceffary 
meafures  for  eftablifhing  the  prefent  Inftitution, 
he  had  performed  a  real  fervlce  to  his  country.” 

In  17  Bo  was  published  his  third  edition  of  an 

Examination  of  the  Rev.  John  Wesley’s 
Primitive  Phyjick  in  which  the  abfurdities  and 
dangerous  remedies  authorized  by  that  late 


refpe&able  leader  of  a  new  and  very  increafing 
religious  fe&,  known  by  the  name  of  Methodifts, 
are  expofcd  by  fuch  a  combination  of  irony  and 
ferious  argument  as  perhaps,  if  equalled,  is  not 
exceeded  by  a  Swift  or  an  Arbuthnot. 

In  1781  Dr.  Hawes,  ever  anxious  to  prefervc 
the  lives  of  the  people,  publifhed  An  Addrefs 
to  the  Legijlature  on  the  Importance  of  the 
Humane  Society,  in  various  important  Points  of 
View and  by  his  fteady  perfeverance,  and 
almofl  by  his  perfonal  endeavours  alone,  he  has 
lived  to  feemofi  of  his  obje&s  realized,  as  conducive 
to  the  restoration  of  fufpended  animation. 

About  this  period  likewife  appeared  his 

/ 

u  Addrefs  to  the  King  and  Parliament  of 
Great  Britain, withvariousintereflingObfervations 
on  the  General  Bills  of  Mortality.5,-pThefe 
ufeful  and  judicious  publications  gradually 
raifed  the  reputation  of  the  Author  to  the  notice 
of  many  learned,  as  well  as  benevolent  charafters ; 
and  the  refult  of  this  general  approbation  of  his 
public  conduct  was  evinced  by  the  degree  of 
Do&or  of  Medicine  being  conferred  upon  him 
in  the  year  1782. 

Soon  afterwardsDt.  Hawes  commenced  his 
Courfe  or  Medical  Lectures  on  Sufpended  Animation ; 
and  was  the  firft,  and  perhaps  the  only,  perfon 
that  ever  introduced  the  important  fubject  as  a 
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part  of  medical  education ,  which  he  elucidated  ~ 
under  the  following  heads : 

1.  To  instruct  the  younger  part  of  the 
faculty  how  to  preferve  human  life  in  every  critical 
circumftance  wherein  the  vital  powers  are  liable 
to  be  fufpended ;  and  to  urge  the  importance  of 
the  enquiry,  on  every  principle  of  Chridianity, 
national  policy,  and  humanity. 

2.  To  consider  the  fundry  derangements 
which  fufpend  the  a&ion  of  the  principal  vital 
organs,  the  brain,'  the  heart,  or  the  lungs; 
together  with  the  various  means  to  be  employed 
for  refloring  their  refpe&ive  functions. 

3.  An  inquiry  (fo  far  as  relates  to  the  prefent 
fubjeCt)  into  the  effects  of  the  animal,  vegetable, 
and  mineral  poifons ;  their  deleterious  power  in 
fuddenly  dedroying  the  vital  functions ;  and 
the  mod  approved  methods  of  preventing  or 
correcting  their  baneful  effeCts,  when  received 
into  the  human  body. 

4.  The  most  proper  modes  of  recovering 
perfons  from  Syncope,  inebriation,  trance, 
drowning,  fuffocation  by  the  cord,  or  noxious 
vapours,  intenfe  cold,  or  lightning. 

5.  Important  reflections  on  hill-born 
children,  the  convulfions  of  infants,  as  productive 
of  apparent  death,  and  the  mod  efficacious  modes 
of  redoring  vital  aCtion. 
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6.  The  various  fymptoms  of  apparent  death* 
which  fometimes  fupervene  in  acute  difeafes, 
but  which  might  frequently  be  furmounted  by 
fuitable  meafures  fpeedily  adopted  and  vigoroufly 
purfued;  and  laftly,  the  ufual  figm  of  death 
confidered,  and  thofe  which  are  certain 
diftinguifhed  from  thofe  which  are  equivocal,  &c* 

7.  These  Lectures  clofed  with  an  adjudication 
of  prize  medals,  fuggefted  by  the  ardour  of  his 
mind,  and  founded  by  his  munificence  ;  and 
which  has  given  rife  to  the  invaluable  works  of 
Pearfon,  Goodwin,  Coleman,  Kite,  and  Fothergill. 

However  prejudice  and  unbelief  might,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  Humane  Society,  have 
warped  the  minds  of  many,  the  numerous  and 
incontrovertible  inftances  of  wonderful  recoveries 
of  perfons  apparently  dead,  at  length  rendered 
the  Royal  Humane  Society  one  of  the  molt 
conlpicuous  in  Europe,  throughout  which,  and 
the  continent  of  America,  as  well  as  in  Afia, 
fimilar  Inftitutions  for  the  Reftoration  of  Life 
as  has  been  obferved,  have  been  fuccefsfully 
adopted ;  and  the  general  approbation  and 
convidion  of  their  beneficial  effeds  have  been 
commemorated  by  Divines  and  Painters ;  and 
in  Poetry  we  feled  the  following  Lines  by  an 
amiable  and  learned  Phyfician  at  Bath. 
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ON  THE  ART  OF  RESTORING  ANIMATION. 

ADDRESSED  TO  DR.  HAWES. 

Nulla  In  re.  horriines  proprius  accedunt  ad  deos,  quaw  vitam 
hominibus  intermortuis,  refufitandoP 

While  others  fing  of  warlike  deeds, 

Embattl’d  fquadrons  !  foaming  Heeds  ! 

Whofe  dreadful  conflict,  far  and  wide, 

Pours  forth  the  fanguinary  tide  ! 

With  all  thofe  direful  fcenes  of  woe 
That  people  Pluto’s  realms  below  \ 

While  widows’  fhrieks  and  orphans’  cries, 
Bemoan  the  haughty  vigor’s  prize ; 

My  Mufe  abhors  the  bloody  car. 

And  all  the  impious  pomps  of  war* 

With  pity  views  thofe  reftlefs  things. 

Styl’d  Princes,  Heroes,  Conquerors,  Kings ! 

And  bids  attune  the  peaceful  lyre, 

To  thofe  whom  healing  arts  infpire. 

Who  fan  the  embers  of  Promethean  fire. 

What  vidfor  claims  fuch  juft  renown. 

As  he  who  earns  the  civic  crown*? 

Whofe  Godlike  office  is  to  fave 
The  juft,  the  virtuous,  and  the  brave  $ 

Too  oft  pale  victims  to  the  Stygian  wave ! 

T’  unfold  the  enlivening  art  divine 
Deferves  a  more  than  mortal  fhrine. 

It  long  lay  hid  in  Nature’s  laws, 

Till  late  fhe  gave  the  Key  to  Hawes  $ 

Who,  zealous  of  th’  important  truft, 

Humanely  views  the  lifelefs  dull ; 

When,  if  one  latent  /parkf  remains. 

An  heart-felt  joy  rewards  his  generous  pains. 

A  F. 

*  Given  ly  the  Romans 
to  him 

who  faved  the  life  of  a  citizen* 

\  SThe  Motto  of  the  Humane  Society  is 
LATEAT  SCJNTILCULA  FORSAN. 
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In  1796  Dr.  Hawes  favoured  the  Public 
with  his  great  work,  entitled  “  Transactions 
of  the  Royal  Humane  Society,  from  1774 
to  1784,”  including  a  period  of  ten  years,  which 
was  dedicated  to  the  King  by  Royal  permilhon. 

The  numerous  and  various  inftances  of  his 

*  '  I  -  A  1  *'  i  i”* 

promoting  the  public  good  naturally  raifed 
the  reputation  of  fo  diftinguifhed  and  beneficent 
a  character,  both  at  heme  *  and  abroad , 
and  occafioned  his  name  to  be  enrolled  as 
an  AJJociate  or  Honorary  Member  in  feveral 
Literary  Societies ;  a  name  that  will  be  enrolled 
among  the  great  chara&ers  who  have  been 
the  benefa&ors  of  mankind ;  and  the  mind  that 
has  influenced  that  name  will  afeend  to  be  enrolled 
among  congenial  fpirits,  bearing  this  paflport 
engraven  on  the  wings  that  fhall  enable  it  to 
mount  upwards — cc  The  fick  and  the  prifoner 
he  vifited ,  the  poor  he  fed,  widows  and  the  fatherlefs 
he  confoled  and  comforted ,  and  the  apparently  dead 
he  raifed  to  life  dy  — -  But  that  the  period  of 
departure  from  works  here,  to  rewards  hereafter, 
may  long  be  protracted,  is  the  wifli  of  all 
thofe  who  have  experienced  the  undeviating 
friendfhip,  the  cheerful  foeiety,  and  the  rational 
conviviality  of  the  living  Hawes. 

*  Elefled  P hyfician  to  the  London 
and  to  the 

Surry  Dispensaries. 


[W.  Phillips,  Printer. 
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